Epidemiology and control of rabies in bats in The Netherlands.
The first case of bat rabies in the Netherlands was recorded in 1987. Since then, 2,540 bats have been examined. In total, 186 bats belonging to two species were found positive for rabies: 182 Eptesicus serotinus and 4 Myotis dasycneme. The virus isolates from the two species were found to be different. Approximately 20% of the E. serotinus bats sent for examination were found positive. The epidemiological findings suggest a stable situation of infection north of the Rhine and the Meuse. A total of 174 humans received post-exposure treatment after direct contact with a positive or suspected bat. The public has been warned not to touch bats and, if contact does occur, to send the bat for rabies examination. The authorities also advise post-exposure treatment for dogs and cats which have had contact with a rabies-positive bat.